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1 in 10 suicides are by people seen in an ED within 2 
th f d i d f i id i kmonths of dying--many never assessed for suicide risk.

10% of ED patients have suicide ideation—most don’t 
spontaneously disclosespontaneously disclose
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Kemball et al  (2008)
165 ED patients with suicidal ideation self-identified on 
a computer screening
Ph i i d i f dPhysician and nurse were informed
Six month f/u

10% t f d t hi t i i10% were transferred to psychiatric services
Only 25% had any notation in the chart re suicide risk 
4 were seen again in the ED with suicide attempts—none were g p
there for mental health problems on the index visit

Kemball R, Gasgarth R, Johnson B, Patil M, Houry D. Unrecognized suicidal ideation in ED patients: are we 
missing an opportunity. Am J of Emerg Med. (2008) 26, 701-705.
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Fleischmann et al (2008)
Randomized controlled trial; 1867 Suicide attempt survivors
from five countries (all outside US)
Brief (1 hour) intervention as close to attempt as possible( ) p p
9 F/u contacts (phone calls or visits) over 18 months
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Results at 18 Month F/U
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Usual Care Brief Intervention
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Look for signs of acute
i id i ksuicide risk
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Screen:  
Universally or selectively
Paper/pencil, computer, or by clinician
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Brief Interventions
Motivational interviewingMotivational interviewing
Safety planning; support planning
Means restriction
Follow up contacts
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